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Year 7C English collaborative unit 

What is truth? 

Duration of unit: 17 lessons 
over 4 weeks 

UNIT OUTLINE:  
• Explore diverse perspectives and develop critical consciousness of how people are positioned by the media, whilst beginning 

to build own perspectives 
• Develop skills in crafting questions to guide the inquiry process 
• Develop skills in searching for, and critically evaluating, information for authenticity, bias, perspective and purpose 
• Select and curate relevant and credible information from a variety of sources to answer inquiry questions 
• Develop skills in identifying devices used to position audiences 
• Continuously reflect on their inquiry cycle, using growing understanding to refine and focus further inquiry questions, 

research and communication of understandings 
• Apply understanding of persuasive devices used to develop a script and storyboard illustrating diverse points of view on a 

current news topic of interest. 
• Create a short video communicating understanding of strategies used by the media to influence an audience by applying 

these strategies in their video (this year students created a current affairs style production with a non-partisan interviewer 
(who they called “Back to you, Barry”) and two or three very partisan spokespeople (who were given full rein to illustrate how 
the differing viewpoints are portrayed in the media). 

• Topics explored: those of current interest to students  
AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM  
Language Literacy Literature General Capabilities and Cross 

Curriculum Priorities 

Language variation and change 

• Understand the way 

language evolves to 

reflect a changing 

world, particularly in 

response to the use of 

Texts in context 

• Analyse and explain the effect 
         of technological innovations 
on 
         texts, particularly media texts 

                (ACELY1765) 
Interacting with others 

Responding to literature 
• Compare the ways that languages 

and images are used to create 
character, and to influence 
emotions and opinions in 
different types of texts 
(ACELT1621) 

Literacy 

• engage with a range of print, 
visual, digital and 
multimodal media texts, their 
features and language 
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new technology for 

presenting texts and 

communicating 

(ACELA1528) 

Language for interaction 

• Understand how language is 

used to evaluate texts and how 

evaluations about a text can be 

substantiated by reference to 

the text and other sources 

(ACELA1782) 

Expressing and developing ideas 

• Understand how modality is 

achieved through 

discriminating choices in 

modal verbs, adverbs, 

adjectives and nouns 

(ACELA1536) 

• Analyse how point of view is 

generated in visual texts by 

means of choices, for 

example gaze, angle and 

social distance (ACELA1764) 

• Use interaction skills when 
discussing and presenting 
ideas and information 
(ACELY1804) 

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating 
• Analyse and explain the ways 

text structures and language 
features shape meaning and 
vary according to audience and 
purpose (ACELY1721) 

• Use prior knowledge and text 
processing strategies to 
interpret a range of types of 
texts 

• Use comprehension strategies 
to interpret, analyse and 
synthesise ideas and 
information, critiquing ideas 
and issues from a variety of 
textual sources (ACELY1723) 

• Compare the text structures 
and language features of 
multimodal texts, explaining 
how they combine to influence 
audiences (ACELY1724) 

• Discuss aspects of texts, for 
example their aesthetic and 
social value, using relevant and 
appropriate metalanguage 
(ACELT1803 

ICT competence 

• explore texts including media texts 
online, in print, electronic and 
digital formats. 

• incorporate ICTs to 
participate in the news 
process 

Critical and creative thinking 

• interpret, analyse, evaluate and 
synthesise ideas and information 

Personal and social 
competence 

 

Ethical behaviour 
explore and discuss ways ideas and 
different viewpoints in personal stories 
reflect the values of individuals 

Year 7 achievement standard 

 

Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing) 

By the end of Year 7, students understand how text structures can influence the complexity of a text and are dependent on audience, purpose and context. They 

demonstrate understanding of how the choice of language features, images and vocabulary affects meaning. Students explain issues and ideas from a variety of 

sources, analysing supporting evidence and implied meaning. They select specific details from texts to develop their own response, recognising that texts reflect 

different viewpoints. They listen for and explain different perspectives in texts. 

 

 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&amp;t=text
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&amp;t=text
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1782
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&amp;t=modality
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1536
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&amp;t=point%20of%20view
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1764
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1804
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&amp;t=comprehension%20strategies
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&amp;t=comprehension%20strategies
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1723
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Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating) 
Students understand how the selection of a variety of language features can influence an audience. They understand how to draw on personal knowledge, textual 

analysis and other sources to express or challenge a point of view. They create texts showing how language features and images from other texts can be combined for 

effect. Students create structured and coherent texts for a range of purposes and audiences. They make presentations and contribute actively to class and group 

discussions, using language features to engage the audience. When creating and editing texts they demonstrate understanding of grammar, use a variety of more 

specialised vocabulary, accurate spelling and punctuation. 

 

Assessment/ Product 
 

Whilst there is no formal assessment for this unit, it is believed that for students to be truly motivated, they require a purpose, to produce some form of product at the 

end of the end of their learning in order to communicate their understanding. The videos that they produce have motivated students to go “above and beyond” the 

expected Y7 level of thinking and learning, thus justifying the Passow differentiation mantra of “Could, would, should?” 

 
STUDENT CREATED RUBRIC – SUGGEST STUDENTS DISCUSS WHAT THEY THINK WOULD BE OF QUALITY (CAN USE LAST YEAR’S VIDEOS TO INSPIRE 
 

INTER AND INTRA PERSONAL SKILLS 

Future Ready Framework: Continuously refer to Framework to identify what domains and success 
literacies are being developed through this inquiry.  
  
 
 

https://futurewe.org/framework#framework-intro
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Key concepts/ 
skills 

Possible Teaching / Learning activities  Subject 
/ 
Teacher 
Support 

Teacher (Questions guide teacher’s focus) Students Student Homework  
OR 
USEFUL RESOURCES 

7 1 Tuning in  What’s in the news? 
Present examples of media positioning from 
print, radio, TV, social media 
e.g. Malcolm Turnbull resignation 
e.g. refugees (Sky News vs SBS News) 
Use Tug of War (Project Zero) to allow 
students to understand that there may be 
many perspectives.  
Teacher to introduce unit topic generally 

Graffiti Wall brainstorm current topics of 
interest, what do they know/wonder? Small 
group discussions 
 
 
Class & teacher choose one topic for teacher 
to model inquiry process (class topic) 

Listen to what is being said 
around you. Is it a statement, 
command or question? 
Statement: I think you should go 
to bed. 
Command: Go to bed! Now! 
Question: Do you want to go to 
bed now? 
If it’s a question: 

• Is it a yes or no question? 

• Is it a have a guess? e.g. Why 
does Little Red Riding Hood like 
wearing red? 

• Is it a “crinkly eyebrow” 
question? e.g. Was it wrong to 
kill the wolf? 

 

CT & 
G&T  

2 Tuning in 
Questioning 

What’s a question? 
Adapt question quadrant for students to 
explore difference between Essential, 
Generative, Evaluative and Process questions 
Teacher introduce unit topic question, What 
is truth?  Model & Scaffold students to 
brainstorm questions re Class topic 
Use “But Why?” questioning method to elicit 
deeper understanding of topics 

Students (with T support) form groups of 3-4 
students. Pick 3 topics of interest and 
brainstorm what they think they know on 
each topic, and what they wonder about.  
 
Class negotiate what each group will 
investigate (to ensure all different topics)  

 
Question Quadrant (attached) 
 

 

CT & 
G&T 

3 Skills required 
Visual Literacy 

How do pictures tell a story? 
Use a picture book to illustrate how visual 
elements create meaning. Suggested authors 
include Shaun Tan & Chris van Allsburg.  
Resource: 
http://libraryowl.edublogs.org/2017/11/14/vi
sual-literacy-some-examples/ 

Students work in groups to identify visual 
elements and their purpose.  
LINK: Inference from pictures  
https://www.teachingwithamountainview.co
m/2013/02/tell-me-story-tuesday-task-
cards.html?m=1 
 

Pick a picture book that you 
enjoyed as a child. Use your newly 
developing skills to identify visual 
elements. Does this change your 
opinion of the book? 

 

CT & TL 

http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/VisibleThinking_html_files/03_ThinkingRoutines/03e_FairnessRoutines/TugOfWar/TugOfWar_Routine.html
https://www.mindtools.com/pages/article/newTMC_5W.htm
http://libraryowl.edublogs.org/2017/11/14/visual-literacy-some-examples/
http://libraryowl.edublogs.org/2017/11/14/visual-literacy-some-examples/
https://www.teachingwithamountainview.com/2013/02/tell-me-story-tuesday-task-cards.html?m=1
https://www.teachingwithamountainview.com/2013/02/tell-me-story-tuesday-task-cards.html?m=1
https://www.teachingwithamountainview.com/2013/02/tell-me-story-tuesday-task-cards.html?m=1
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• What’s inside/outside the frame? 
p24 

• Freeze Frame/ look again p 133 

4 Skills required 
Visual Literacy 

How do news providers position us? 
Using Class topic, investigate images from 
print and video media to explore how visual 
elements create meaning.  
Use Tug of War (Project Zero) to allow 
students to understand that there may be 
many perspectives.  
 

Students use teacher provided images to 
practise identifying how visual elements 
create meaning. 
Reflect on topic and questions that you have 
already developed. Do you have more 
questions? 

• Visual literacy cards 

 CT &  
G&T 

5 Skills required 
Vocabulary  

How do news providers position us? 
Reflect on modality of language that has been 
taught as part of persuasive text studies 
(most students have experienced NAPLAN).  
Using class topic, investigate print, audio and 
video for modal language. How is it 
positioning the consumer? 
Model use of Frayer 

 

 
Ongoing – begin to take note of vocabulary 
used in print, audio and video media.  
Begin looking for media stories about group 
topic 

• Role playing to explore concept of 
target audience p172 

Begin looking for 
media stories about 
group topic 

CT 

8 1 Finding Out 
Sources 

How do I know what to believe?  
e.g. North West Pacific Tree Octopus, Dangers 
of Dihydrogen Monoxide, Drop Bears…. 
 
Students are very aware of “Fake News” etc 
Discuss ways of identifying 

Use collected media stories about group 
topic to start identifying different ways 
consumers are being positioned. 
(When using YouTube, you may wish to 
search via QuietTube which will take out the 
suggestions and comments section; however 

 CT & TL 

http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/VisibleThinking_html_files/03_ThinkingRoutines/03e_FairnessRoutines/TugOfWar/TugOfWar_Routine.html
https://ideasforteachers.wordpress.com/2011/05/12/shhh-its-quiet-tube/
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ABC news quiz  
READ test  
Read the URL 
Examine the site’s content & history 
Ask about the author/publisher 
Look at the links  
Or CRAP Test  
Currency 
Relevancy 
Authority 
Accuracy 
Purpose 
Discuss Snopes, ABC Factcheck, SIFT 
*Suggestion: TL also discuss copyright – 
although this is “for educational purposes” 
and final product will not be available to the 
public, there may still be some issues with 
images etc that should be mentioned. 
What is the media allowed to use? 
What am I allowed to see? 
 

this “walled garden approach” is not 
necessarily recommended – teacher 
judgement required!)  
 
Note taking skills may be taught explicitly to 
those students requiring support (as time 
allows)  
 

2 Sorting Out Thinking/ Reflecting on Class topic 
I Used to think, now I think.. (Project Zero) 
Reflect on where you were in Tug of War 
previously, are you still in the same place? 
 
How is my inquiry going? 
Model questions to ask when sorting out and 
reflecting 
 
 
 

REFLECTION: Do you have a variety of 
sources? Do they illustrate different 
perspectives, or have you picked to support 
your perspective? Are your questions useful? 
Do you have other questions? 
 
Students work on researching their topic, 
building image and vocabulary banks 

 CT & 
C&T 

https://www.abc.net.au/education/media-literacy/real-lolz-oops-fake-two/11384382?sf221215074=1&fbclid=IwAR1SvRYCdqeAoZV3vKQMeAZQiLoa6L6XSpAR88Zio-7FimkEKycTbw8YOd0
https://www.snopes.com/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/factcheck/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RzGmm53OTXI
http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/VisibleThinking_html_files/03_ThinkingRoutines/03c_Core_routines/UsedToThink/UsedToThink_Routine.htm
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3 Going Further 
Summarising 

Who is telling the story? How do they tell it? 
 
Model synthesising main points of argument 
from different sides. What do they agree on? 
Where do they disagree?  (Use a double 
bubble thinking map?) 

Students decide what “the truth is”, and who 
the protagonists are for their topic.  

 CT & TL 

4 Making 
Conclusions 
 

How to script and storyboard 
BOOK p54 
WATCH SELECTION OF LAST YEAR’S VIDEOS – 
STUDENTS CONSTRUCT RUBRIC / SUCCESS 
CRITERIA 

Write script and storyboard  CT, 
G&T, 
MT & 
DT 

5 Making 
Conclusions 
 

Support and provide guidance if required 
Provide support if students require re green 
screen videoing etc (NB. has been done in Y5 
and in Media Studies) 

Write, edit, rehearse script and storyboard  CT 
 

9 1 Making 
Conclusions 
 

Support and provide guidance if required 
 

Write, edit, rehearse script and storyboard  CT 

2 Making 
Conclusions 
 

Support and provide guidance if required 
 

Write, edit, rehearse script and storyboard  CT 

3 Making 
Conclusions 
 

Filming 
School has iPad system with boom microphone & tripod 
 

 CT, 
G&T, 
MT & 
DT 

4 Making 
Conclusions 
 

Editing 
DT – models how to use iMovie to edit and 
layer using green screen 

editing  CT & DT 

5 Making 
Conclusions 
 

Support and provide guidance if required 
 

editing  CT 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwcaXFaBjZ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwcaXFaBjZ0
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1
0 

1 Making 
Conclusions 
 

Viewing Day – students present video and provide Q&A afterwards 
Audience provides Two Stars and a Wish 
Students are encouraged to refine their video based on 2S&W before it is put on the class blog 

2 Taking Action Model reflection process using Future 
Ready Framework. 
What did we do well? 
What could we improve on? 
If we knew then what we know now…. 
How can I transfer the skills I’ve learned …. 
How have I managed my emotions and 
collaborative skills?  
What was the highlight of this inquiry 
process?  
If time allows, this could be video’d and 
shared or used for other purposes.  

  

RESOURCES: 
 

• HOBBS & MOORE (2014). DISCOVERING MEDIA LITERACY: TEACHING DIGITAL MEDIA AND POPULAR CULTURE 

• KRUSE, D. (2010) THINKING TOOLS FOR THE INQUIRY CLASSROOM: KRUSE. CURRICULUM CORPORATION  

• TEACHER CREATED RESOURCES INC PHILOSOPHY QUADRANT 

• VISUAL LITERACY (LITERAL/ INFERENTIAL CARDS) 

• CRASH COURSE – navigating digital information https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pLlv2o6UfTU 

• BEHIND THE NEWS 
 

 

https://www.lifehack.org/articles/communication/great-way-give-feedback-two-stars-and-wish.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pLlv2o6UfTU

